
Grammar For Writing

• Project with the University of 
Exeter
• Aim is to improve your writing
• Comparison between the story you 
have just done and a story after half 
term.
• Class correspondents



Graphic Novels

Narrative viewpoint

Reading styles



1. How do people read graphic novels and 
why?

2. What are the different opinions about 
graphic novels?

3. How can we tell what the narrative 
viewpoint is of a graphic novel? 



Comparing Graphic Novels with Novels

Objectives

How do writers use "fillers" to create authentic 
conversation?

What techniques do writers use to move plot 
forward?





Language Features and Choices

What are the different word classes?

How are these used to build drama?



Verbs
Adverbs

Nouns
Adjectives

Prepositions

Pronouns



Verbs Adverbs

Nouns Adjectives

Prepositions

Pronouns



Signposts and word choices in graphic novels.

What is a signpost?

How do they guide readers?

How do authors choose words 
and what is the effect of these 
choices?



One of the ways the author uses signposting is to use 
camera angles to show the different views that Alex 
sees. In one scene he is climbing up from another 
floor, which leads us up with Alex to the next floor.

One way that the author uses words, is by using lots 
of nouns in the first scene "library", "ground floor", 
"secret". This helps build the atmosphere and 
setting.



Complete your sheet of the 
graphic novel adaptation.

You must include:

fillers
signposting
dialogue

Homework

DUE: 
MONDAY 
28TH MAY



What mistakes has this student 
made? Look at the verbs.

What are they trying to say? Re-
write it correctly.

Since year 10 I was thinking what I'm going to do in the 
future. A friend of mine inspired me to become an 
actor. All I was thinking about to become is a banker, 
because my knowledge and skills in maths is quite 
great.

I know that if I become a Hollywood actor I will be rich 
but I don't do acting for the money I do it because I find 
it fun. I wouldn't mind taking rapping as a career but I'll 
love to be an actor more. If I had the advantage to be in 
a hip hop record label then I wouldn't mind at all.



Certain Uncertain
Unicorns never existed

Modality

It seems unlikely that unicorns 
could ever have existed

The existence of unicorns must 
always have been a myth



Modal Auxiliary Verbs
(Modals)

Can

Could

Shall
Should

Will

Would

May

Might
Must



It is going to rain

I don't believe it

You go to the ball



Inner Dialogue

How do writers use modals to 
create convincing inner dialogue?

How do writers use sentence types 
and structures to create convincing 
inner dialogue?



1. What did you think when you got 
up for school this morning?

Stream of consciousness



Someone offers you fifty million pounds to kill someone. You do not know the person and you 
will never be found out. What would you do?

You are up against one of your friends for a spot as a footballer in the England Football team. 
Before the decision is made, your friend confesses to you that he has twisted a muscle in his 
back, he asks you to keep it a secret. If you tell the coach this, you will get the job. What do you 
do?

Your girlfriend tells you that she was caught with some drugs on her by her parents. She asks 
you to lie and pretend they were yours. You love her, but do not know whether her parents will 
report this to the police or not. What would you do?

Scruples



1. What is this character like?

2. What are their thoughts and feelings?

3. What about the sentence structures 
tells us this?

4. Pick out the modals - what do these tell 
us about the character's state of mind?



Paul was an amazing boy with hair 
that shone like the sun. He had a 
fantastic friend called Rob and one 
day they were talking. "I've just 
finished playing that game, it was 
brilliant fun." Paul asserted and 
Rob said "Yes it was great." Then a 
man knocked on the door with a 
letter for Paul, it was asking him to 
join the secret service but for 
young people. "You should do it" 
Rob argued and then Paul said "I 
will go for it."



Powerful Dialogue

Why is it important?

What is its role?

What makes written dialogue 
effective?



Verb Phrases and Sentence Structure

Learning check

Write an awesome 
sentence (or two) which 
use(s) one (or more) of the 
things we have learnt in 
this project.



and then...then...
and then... and 
then.



The monster was crawling out of 
the sea and George was running 
from him and then the monster 
grabbed him ferociously. Then 
George was fighting to get away 
and he was scared like a little 
child and he was exhausted but 
then he realised he had a secret 
weapon. He had a magical pen 
which turned into a huge gun, he 
then shot the monster and then 
he was safe to go home.



Crawling from the sea, the monster 
grabbed ferociously at George who 
was running with desperation. With a 
grimy claw, the monster swiped at 
George; trapping him in his grasp. 
"Help." A whispered scream emerged 
from George's lips as he felt his 
chance of survival fade like a shadow 
in the night.



How

When

Where

To What Extent

Comparative

Superlative

Adverbs





Read through 
your book and 
come up with 
one question 
that you would 
like answered.



One scorer

Two players

One guesser





Consolidation

Verb phrases

Punctuation for effect

Sentence structure





Commentary














